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review from Town Manager Grady Miller, and final approval by Town Council.  She added that the plan is 

a guideline of the goals the department has over the next three years. (See Attachment 1) 

 

In response to question posed by Commissioner Craig, Ms. Goodwin stated that MMPC had a sunset clause 

however; at the end of 2018, Town Council abolished the sunset clause. 

 

In response to a question from Commissioner Garvey, Ms. Goodwin replied that Vision #2, 1b(i) can be 

amended to read Parks’ and Preserves’ as well as verifying any other “preserve” areas within the strategic 

plan to add MMPC too.   

 

Commissioner Myers moved to support the recommendation to Town Council of the 2020-2023 

Community Services Strategic Plan, seconded by Commissioner Aiello; passed unanimously by those 

present (4-0). 

 

6. UPDATE ON AUTOMATIC EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR (AED) AT ADERO CANYON 

TRAILHEAD (ACT) – TABLE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Chairman Myers commented that the ACT bathrooms are not open; however, once open this item will be 

placed back on the agenda.   

 

The Commission concurred to table the item until further notice. 

 

7. UPDATE ON TRAIL COUNTER ACTIVITY 

 

Chairman Myers pointed out that three (3) trail counters were not visited to note the count and of those, two 

(2) need batteries.  He noted that Stan Ruden collects the counts and is currently out of town and once he 

returns the batteries will be replaced. (See Attachment 2) 

 

8. UPDATE ON JOINT MEETING WITH STAFF AND MCDOWELL SONORAN 

CONSERVANCY – TABLE ITEM UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

 a. Volunteer Forms 

 b. Liability obligations 

 c. Additional Topics Discussed 

 

Community Services Director Rachael Goodwin commented that the item will be placed back on the agenda 

once a meeting has been scheduled.  She added that she would prefer to have the new Volunteer Coordinator 

on board.    

 

Chairman Myers requested that staff look at surrounding communities for their volunteer group agreements 

too.   

 

The Commission concurred to table the item until further notice. 
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Ms. Goodwin clarified that the Commission could be notified as a courtesy that work is being done in the 

preserve, however, may not be preventative.   

 

Commissioner Craig commented that the original DA lists that the preserve’s surface shall be returned to 

its natural state as reasonably possible, including needed re-vegetation, natural color restoration, and 

minimize appearance of previous disturbance.  He clarified that the document is referencing the extension 

of Eagle Ridge Drive or the emergency road.   

 

Ms. Goodwin stated that the words “as reasonable” would be the caveat.      

 

Commissioner Garvey reported that he will identify for the next meeting from a fire perspective the use of 

the emergency road for evacuations in either direction would be the worst-case scenario.  He added that the 

hosts need an explanation when approached with questions on the disturbance of the preserve. 

 

The Commission discussed inviting Fire Chief Dave Ott to the next meeting to discuss the emergency road. 

 

Ms. Goodwin suggested to have only the emergency road on the agenda due to the amount of time the issue 

would need to be addressed.   

 

11. UPDATE OF 2019 MMPC OBJECTIVES 

 

Chairman Meyers stated that the list provides updates including items that have been completed. (See 

Attachment 4)   
 

12. UPDATE AND DISSCUSSION OF 2019 MMPC WORKGROUPS 

 

(Attachment 5) 

 

a. Preserve Marketing and Fairs 

  

Commissioner Garvey shared a survey he took of 81 people and 33 responded regarding EBikes, park 

benches, wheelchair access, doggie bags, and security cameras.  He noted that he only took in the yes 

or no answers, no maybe responses.  He added the survey responders were made up of trail hosts, 

trailblazers, and the Conservancy.  He commented that the results for EBike was 8 yes and 21 no. (See 

Attachment 6)  
 

Commissioner Garvey pointed out that from the survey the question posed was how to stop EBikes from 

crossing over from Fountain Hills trails to Scottsdale trails where they are not allowed.   

 

b. Safety 

  

Commissioner Aiello reported that First Aid Kits should be provided to the stewards at the trailhead.   

 

Executive Assistant Jamie Salentine stated that at the last meeting the Commission discussed the First 

Aid Kits and determined to not issue due to liability. 

 

Commissioner Garvey clarified that the Conservancy does provide and they can continue to use.   

 



McDowell Mountain Preservation Commission Meeting Minutes 

September 16, 2019 

Page 5 of 6 

 

Community Services Director Rachael Goodwin suggested to add the First Aid Kits to the Conservancy 

list as number six (6).   

 

Commissioner Garvey highlighted the results on security cameras at trailheads that 17 voted yes and 9 

voted no.   

 

Chairman Myers requested that security cameras be placed on the next agenda to vote on. 

 

Ms. Goodwin stated that the parks have cameras that are not monitored, however, reviewed when an 

incident occurs and that the clarity is not good.  She added that if the request moves forward it should 

be added to the state contract as a capital expense as well as a maintenance component. She noted she 

could provide information.   

 

c. Trailheads 

 

Chairman Myers thanked everyone involved for the installment of the trailhead directional signs.   

 

Chairman Myers displayed a map that depicted the benches throughout the Town Parks and/or trails.  

He noted that the pink dots represent the four (4) benches at ACT and the green dots represent the 

possible nine (9) additional benches.  He noted that the workgroup will need to meet to determine the 

number.    

 

Commissioner Garvey reported that the survey results on benches were 9 yes and 23 no.  He added that 

the no respondents reported that the trail is preserve not a park, the 80/20 rule where 80% of the users 

of ACT will only use 20% of the preserve, and would promote a risk enablement where the hiker would 

go farther than what they should have gone.   

 

d. Value of Preserve 

  

Commissioner Craig commented that a drone would be used on parts of ACT trail to see what area(s) 

need to have maintenance.    

 

Ms. Goodwin clarified that drones are prohibited in parks and preserves other than Desert Vista Park 

and when used outside of Desert Vista a waiver is required.    

 

Commissioner Garvey added that a drone stays in the line of sight.   

 

Chairman Myers asked that the drone discussion be placed on the next agenda for consideration. 

 

Commissioner Garvey stated that the survey results on doggie bags being placed near Eagles Nest was 

26 yes and 4 no.    

 

Chairman Myers congratulated Commissioner Aiello for his recognition as Volunteer of the Year from 

the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). 

 

 

 

 




































